“/104-10169-10253 | 2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992 | 


. * : \ 
» ° Pi > 


7” | a 7 » 
a , =YES tied ; 
To: John Haft : : 
From: Hal swenson psas 2 4 As 


‘Subj: CIA OPS AND PLOT TO KILL FIDEL C:STRO, RAUL Casey 
AXD OTHER. KSY FIGURES OF THE PRESENT RSGIKE IN CUBA 


. Source: Victor ESPINOSA Hernandez (201-235117), born 26. 
Sen’... August 1937 in Cardenas, Matanzas, Cuba, a PM trainee win 
; was terminated as a malcontent on 20°Harch 1961. Present 
.-address is 415 East 52 Street, NYCZ, where his telephone 
. ds NA 1 7375. 


“Supplemental Data: ESPINOSA flew-Air France from Orly 
Airport (confirmed by cachet in pp) on 29 May 65 and on 
~~"arrival in NYC the same day contacted an INS Agent named 
CAVASANJIAN (Phonetic) who , on the basis of information 

“in the story of ESPINOSA which appeared to affect U.S. 
‘security, notified the PBI. Special Agent Frank O' 3RIEN 

“OL the NY Pield Office of the FB’ interviewed ESPINOSA ~~ °° 7 

oan - On 2 May 65. The FBI notified uS-on 3 May. I saw 
TTT ESPINOSA on , May in the NY field office of the FBI. 

- ° "i“2 Feank O'BRIEN was present. (O'BRIEN said that’ INS at 

~<a Washington, DC apparently had received a report and 


ce fees oe Rad notified FBI headquarters from*which a supervisor | 

| isa ~rhad telephoned O'BRIEN to inquiro whether O'BRIEN knew 
“yoo. about aspects of ESPINOSA's story with derogatory 03. 

~~~ allegations about the CIA, including[Earle WILLIAMSON.) > 


| Paraphrase of the source's story: I do not have a high. 
* ypegard for the CIA or for most of “the exiled Cubans but’ ’ 
-; Tam against the Castro regimefor which reason I have 
become involved in these matter about which I must be 
sure the CIA is informed. I contacted the INS and the 
'- FBI because through them I could ensure contact with a 
---pesponsible CIA officer. eee 


ee eee cmp ein mln «KE 


I was a good friend of Rolando CUBELAS. We conspired 
¢ togother against BATISTA and we planned assassinztiona 
_ 08 Batista supvortors. We carried out the killing of _ 
__one of the SIN chiefs, BiG@-Gatan, successfully-. A lot — 
“or tno things the the. anti=HATISTA students did were not 
. effective but we did more than talk and this old 


pee Beck anetaon 4s proof that people like Rolando and myself 
" «Oo e A ; 


3 : 


U 


sitesiitmnce it pH, Pe Ac peach tent RN We ee nae ehh aati eth eed 
..., After OASTRO took over I loft Guba and engaged in antt-Castro _ ; 
i MObAvities. I got shot inthe proceas, i was betrayed by we 
»; €0me of the Cuban oxiles whon I waa going to bomb Cuba, 
wwe & BAW How the OLA bungled and I became bittor. I was bitter 
yer. @bout Rolando too. I thought that he had turned communist. 
Qoutsd pent him a mosnege a leng tims ago, toliing him that he 
ov," Was a traitor and no friend of mina, That was when a Fan . 
cya Amar toan atewardonas whom he liked. oame to me with a moijisage 
_ trom him about how he was still a friend of mine and t 
ccna WONG NOG like thoy semmed. I gob mad and told her to helt 


1 ee teens dee mee Bahu 
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peemanrr ee nT Reece se 
t 


ye Lim off tor re and I showed her the bullet wound in, ry leg 


that I had beceuse I was fighting CASTHO ang those with him 


an Like Holando. Afterwards I did not hear from Rolando until 


er 


__... TE decided to go to Paris because of the mention of Rolando. 4 a 


. __ training in Guatemala and nefer returned it. Also, because j; 


Ow owe my brother, Rene, residing.at 5000 Sw 69th Avenye, ae 


Sierras erat 


es ys) Rolando CUBELAS «2 soe me, that Loco and Rolando are: against , 


just a little while ago. 


. 
‘ 


It was in May when I got a letter from an ola ‘Triend,”Lais 

FERKANDEZ)”/he had written to me before to let me kmow that 
. . he is working for the CIA in Paris. This letter in lay was 
“ pretty. confusing but Luis made it clear. that there was 


Lf something very important, that it involved Rolando CUSELAS, | oe at 


that Rolando wanted me to: go to Paris on an urgent matter, 

and that another friend, Luis Trasencos, knew something 
-about it. The letter said that the CIA lmew about this an Ga 
and that Luis FERNANDEZ thought maybe the GIA already had - : 


_.. told me to go to Paris,- although he was not sure. 


’ 
a eee eee me a ae 


“The CIA had taken my old Cuban passport when I was in oe 
I got cauvht when I tried to bomb Cuba, the INS had warned . 
me not to travel outside’ the U.S. saying I gould go to jail §= «23. 
for five years and + could not get a reentry permit and all Eo Ne 
that. However, I checked with and INS officer who knew mep 

; “said that probably the INS was not so. interested.:in me a: 
anymore and I probably could get a reentry. Because the “Sh cats Sie 
——~“Ietter was so pressing In my travell at onee, I decided { § 
‘net to go through a-lot of retl tape. © 4 went to Florida ; 


He arranged througn some friends whum I.don!'t: mow 


te get me a false Cuban passport. (Note: The pp has Aueahersrces| 


number 123335, is. dated 19 November 196), bears the true 


“oh name of the sources and has entry and de‘arture cachets A ebay 


' for London on lj, :7, 10. arid 21 May 654; for Le Bourget on fo 


ey <a ee and 21 May; . and for Orly on 29° May65). I bought a ticket’ © =~" 


and left for” Faris. without having any trouble. I am.not dee 
sure about the dates and the sequence of travel because = 970 ™ 
"everything was 30 hurried. I went to London as well as to 
“aris and I-tried to go to Spain but had to turn. back. 
Anyway T remeper the: important things. 
At Paris I telephoned Luis TRASENCOS who. invited. me. ‘to 
lunch in his apartment. When I got there, I. found Alberto -- ~- 
prog ty "El Loco”,..whom.I have known. sinoe early 1959 and” i... - 
-... whom I considered a traitor. I called *“uis aside to tell any 
~ him this but +uis explained that RLANCO was instructed by : 


-OASTRO, and that my seeing Loco was the reason that 1t was 
-80 urgent for me to come to Paris. 


I was sure. ‘that they. told me the 


_..ROlando CUBELAS had been in Paris 2. couple of nti cine oe 
“, and, according to #1 Loon, had loft a lotter instructing : ee 
eae eee co to get word to me personally and asking that I get j wend Et 
.4n touch with the OQIA-‘on the hirhest level. Bl Loco did aps 
net havo the letter with him but I beliove it. I know that | ——4 ‘ 
Qubans are linrs and exaggerate and are insecure and all couse kip Mag 
ee > ge pone. abou Mile "but Ll know what is ood about - Lhitaabionnd tu? 
an w to oheak on..thinga 2 
BL Loco and othera unbs?: Othe tae Dee cctin e | 
{ 


sistem) nome 
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some money, 


1d or something because 


“will nee 


f 


‘support hi’ - 


2s 3 Tho same applies to embuosies 
fect dt Africas, El Loco and £1 bargro 

Soa aap 

ponies BOOUPLEY 


truth, wnat I ar telling you is what I found out fron 
El Loco, 


confirmed late@® through Eli-aco ROZRENO, and 
confirmed in part through questioning others who ‘mow 
Parts of the story but not all of it. 


and Raul CASTRO and 

Rolando has a house at oe ey 
house of Fidel, so it is ‘ 
nytime. The idea is not ory 


Rolando CUSELAS plans to kill Fiédl 
bate other key ren in the regime. 
‘ * Veradero Beach adjacent to the 


of other peoplewhose names iri ; 
I do not know kn except for El “oco Blanco and El Haro : : 
% Robreno and ALMEIDA, Rolanfd 


so he does not want people involved to Incw any more than . a i 


is necessary, to these people,- --i- 
What I can tell you now is that El Loco has his faults and ! 


nd are trustworthy) © ~«! 
insofar as he 1s concerned. El Loco is back inside Cuba now, . 


and can get messages in andout. se 
is responsible: for killing many of friends and he : % 


ked their dead bodies afterwards so I do not like himand |. ...-- —--—— 
maybe later I shall kill. him but for now 4 believe thathe ae 
is useful and can be trusted for the matters which involve 
‘o Rolando and the plot against Fidel CASTRO. 


wyourstan 


Also’ he might need 
he needs to kno 
x 
Q 


Some of the CIA peopls are nottrustworthy. This is what ee a 
gbothers Rolando CURELAS and El ies, and.El Mago and me too... ..-..— 


Tris is why Rolando wantz me. to ret his message through. 
"@ wants an answer fast. The message is that CUBELAS and 
the others with him are ab 


e le to kill Fidel and others in 
ethe regime, but they need some help and they need to know : 
-9 gWhether the CIA and the U.8. Governemnt abe with them and 

illing to Supnont. them or, notsscEt: th thee: hea affirmative, 22! 
Olando will sey Y dotittl er shonin passerm-so- forth, § °° 
neo"As inportant Bécan 9. folatidovsays’thnt he cannot delay 

re than three or four months. That is 


At ee 
} the maximum. Cban 
curity forces would find out and arrest everyone if there 


Loco and El Mago said that on 5 or 6 Jun 
ough Madrid en route 


go 


bought. 
An. 


wt 


or some 


ou 
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Rolando 


So 


e to be 
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© someone is passing 
from Prague to babena and that this ce ert 


Cuban not Americ 
soms people 
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‘ Among other things 


chief targets will 
‘1 be casier to get them all fast, but - 
& mo this as hds plan. 


.. Bl Leoo and -E1 taro have accoss to any Cuban Embassy in dsddplg | : 
-..furope and these embassies nre engnged in contacts with | 
, SOmmunints and in- subversion, 2 


could have boon piving you YO 
~ Waluablo information all along. Yat 


our able pALy 
fee and do not une people Like. hiss . eadyou 89} 
‘9 MBO Unrollable and riaky peonle, - oe say : Lem ta 


Re tet tere rT Seer Y 


TT IOS Ln oe ee re ae en PeemepRiCn pe RHE! oo haste patee 9 
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had codés, ciphers and microfiln to prove this and ke showed 
them to one of your people in Fadrid. what better proofdo 
you want? What did you do about it? Nothing. Yet this 
man, a member of Cuban Security, offered to work as a double . 
for you and he tried to tell you about Rolandots plot. : 
.Now he is bak in Cuba. As the result of his frustration seg 
over your attitude, he was in terrible mental state when 3 
+ saw him. 4ad I been your people in the CIA, I'd not h ave 


let him return that way. In his upset he could do something 
. Pash which might blow the whole operation, . . 


bm = Loco was in Surope as an officer of Cuban Security. He — 
ef : 


Bl Mago Robreno is a delinquent. ke shot an American inCuba 
over some private disagreemnet. Fe shot a police officer, 
.p,e® beat up his wife, now hig ex-wife. This is apart from 
Bis killings on behalf of CASTRO in the ttials of counter. . 
— a--n... MEVOlutionaries, This is why Fidel wanted Robreno out of. 
pate ee Cuba. Robreno is a delinquent, a trouble maker and an 
embarrassment, In the Cuban embassies in Europe, they _.. 
| know this, So they do not want trouble and they see him, 
They do not bslieve that is conter revolut 
against the regime, He is-useful, = - 


see tm meteor Few, 


ps, - 
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“sent El Mago a ticket so he could travel from Madrid to e 
mee This is-because your people in Paris ee 
seid that they could not hekp me get a visa to Spain and |e E - 
tried to enter Spain illegaliy I ran into es 
ned back, As I said bofore, I wanted to 


n of what El Loco had told mee El Mago | 
“Confirmed everything, Fe ee nay 8 ere 


1 nea -Now to mention the problems about your’ people, I must exlain ” 
aa that these are-indidental: to the real reason for seeing you 
| pt————-which is -to Bive you the message from aes I did #y.cha te 


Rolando said that he did not trust (Earle W LLIANSON) and did’ ~ ~~" 
not want to see him even though W111 tanagal wanted to meet 4 
+Rolando when Kolando was in Europe last, oe 
_. Petlliamson] for years, since he was in Hahana-and belonged | 
~-—-f-to the Vedado ‘'ennis Club and Was diunk by three.p.m, every poe 
oF 8ingle day, Recently in Madrid he-has~set up’ a’ ‘Cuban girl: a 
- ——-—.dn en aprtment and he got her a job in a Cuban refuge ee eae 
: noo S'OLLlee. She stole files ob the contents of file from the 


ene tere bn 


ZI have known 


oN etme 


wei-—--Office, She io working for the regime and [111 483sor, foli 
“i. .° for her, fer nickname is Tota. This makes not a bit of 
TN tee Gif Lerenae’ to us except that it is further reason that 
Tae Sots areas risking thelr livos against Cuatro do not confide 

in [Will dansonip3 Do not confuse Tota with Boba, anothor 
Cuban girlrrfond of (Willinmsonle3 Beba 4p the nieco of oe: 
ww JULLO Lobos. Sho is divorced from a friend of mino,. She 
a has boon going with @i11inmsoPand she 1a all right. 
oe {W111 Lamson Snys that he 48 the OIA chier for Spain and ----~: 


an frica. Some chiof| 


~. g Another ons of your people, whom my friends do not trunt and 
--| Els do te eee is hepa NEPRDTHO.. He has a Jowolry | 

-6nep here in} around 7th Strant, J Bole hin 
ren Of MY Paintinua somatime backe ‘his is man who ie bus 


atin enietttiet etme te a a Te 


ssn, TOS TETAS er ee, ee ERE Rett 


te ee 
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nas to make money ani who will do anything for roney. You should 
—_ ‘not trust hir: but you do. For exarole 


ple, he told you ‘hathe 
2-28 the confidence of Anb-sandor CAGNILLO in Faris, that 


te could Lecore better friends with CARRILLO ir you supplied 
, oney with which to buy confiscated jJowolry from CARRILLO. 
Sophos 2 So you cave EXEXXXKXthe money, the amount TEFEDINO asked 


ee Yor, .TEPEDIIO paid less for the fewaary to CARRILLO, TEPEDTNO 
Pt oie YKA rade a nice profit for hinsélf, and CARRILLO thouchtit 
Fi all very funny. CARRILLO told *riends that he knows that 


TSFEDILO is working for you CIA people and won't tell. 5 Mined 
TSPEDIKO anything which CARRILLO does not want you to hear, ; 
CARRILLO told all this.to'El Loco MLAICO, ponvoeig 46 ace — 
1 

—d 


. Also you should kmow that TEPEDINO tells you that he agroes 
with you but when he ts with others who criticize you hetells 
_.... them that he agrees with them, “e has heen acting as 4 


Supposed interrediary between you and Rolando CUSELAS in © ip al 
.... 9ennection with this plot. ‘his 1s because CUPEL\S trusted «ss si 
TEPEDINO as an old friend. Let me explain that this i 


“between Rolando and myself. we double dated, fought and . Cho ee hy 
sit plotted together, -This TEPEDINO is differefnt . He is out ss: 


over a perlod of time that he has CIA contacts and can cot i 
"anything needed from the CIA. “e has not come through, =] 
_.... They want nothing else to do with him. es es aceed 


EEE ate : kos Charan apes | 
pee Another of your poople-is Pichy. BERNAL who works tor WILLIAMSON] 03 : 
“TT "an Madrid. BERNAL Was Cuban military attache in Japan when _ ees 
; whe defectod, absaconding with $14,000,:.al1 of which he kept 
‘' "\for himself and none of which he-contributed to the countor. 
“revolutionary cause, This is the kind.of person whom you 
“trust sid whom we: do: not. eres Tones eee daa 


Cap ici tes ail cin pra higoc 


Se , en eh ee oe 


t 
i 
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About your Paris people, Bob, Dick and Maureen who is Dick's 
secretary, there is no complaint in particular. Naureen 
‘does not Imow when she is being kidded, Luis TRASENCOS and 
.B1 Loco BLANCO saw her in Paris. “They jokingly asked ifshe 
.. or the Soviets-for twice what you people are | 
: pes She: paled and swallowed the story. After ' 
* El Loco told me the story, I.talkec to. Maureen, I confirmed 
‘it. Maureen is the go-between for Luis Trasencos and i 
“Dioke The problem is that we can't be sure that we oan’ get 
see «the story from /Rolando CUBELAS to the CTA ehict's by using 
“S-----eyour Paris people. We don't want Luis THASENCOS or Luts ij 
ee , FERNANDEZ to know more than they noed, ‘This is .juet good - 4 
a —Leeourity. They know enough about the general plan but... 
-. ¢ they need not know details, eb at eS 
eee Cee ce te Ldidvartaettc neath ok _ we ee Pee atin et Yad 
. Vthers who know quite a bit are ARTIME.AND his aldo, QUINTERGS,: 
é4 don't think 1t good that ARIE ghould.be too involvedbut _! 
‘QUBELAS noeded somo holp. OQUBULAS mot both ARTINL and 
os TBPLDINO in Burope, ‘Thoy agreed on a fow 


ad 


t 
i 
2 
4 


fae As eS MS hee ot mga fe 


' 


: refnrenco points ae 
on the north const of Cubs as pessiblo exflitrntion places i i 
«.. YYom whish AlvlINe could pick Up OUNELAS? poople if nomething fF .. 35 
. F008 wrong. .Alao.-ARTINE pave somothing to JUL ‘ : 3 
SoatnAs took baok.to Guba in hig bage “(ovidi} a er laa 


Deepa seman tian rine) wes oop 6s hininisiny eee neeenernoeman | nmere eicsesiciaaea 


lalate elm natnten wentek ete eaeenanpndedt ethan tea a apse 


. i 
‘ TEPSDINO is an older guy so the friendship 1s not. like tthat ate 


‘out to make money. He has been telling Rolando's friends ~~": caer 7 
| 


3 
eg 2 ‘ 
x oe as ae 


oa 
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_- I'do not Imow whether it wos a sadio or not but you people 
‘.;0ught to see to it that C’=ELAS does have a radio ‘so he can 
' communicate with you. ; ae 


"A little about myself: I have some money. My family managed 
to. get quite a bit out of Cuba. We are trying te cet the. 
i rest of the family, my grand-other and my uncle out. Thhey - “a 
Goes live at 15th and Linea in Vedado, 4“abanae by grandmother is : ‘ 
eae * Juana IRIVARREN and my uncle is Pedro HESNANDEZ. They are amas 
supposed to have gotten visas for Spain nd to be getting i a 
“exit permits but we have been hearing. this for some time. es i 
ZI used my own money to buy passage for El Mago betwee i 
- Madrid and ‘aris and to pay my own expenses. ° : 


El Mago does not work but his girl, Sonia by whom he has a 
ohild, is working as a dancer in-Spain sc he dees prettywell 
there on her earnings. His wife and two children are in 

‘fami now.: His father, a fine guy and. good newsman, is 


reel 


rays “ew York someplace... - 


a, 


Speer ge 


I.-have done my part in getting word to youe “4f you wantme 
to do something, let-me know. If + get any further word 
Itll got in touch with the FBI here, Frank O'BRIEN, and he. . - 
will let you: know so you can meet:me.' I have told all of 

;- this. only to INS, the FBI and you. .I am not going to say... 
: Janything to anyone olse,.,. *  * : - TN ES Aaa ga a | 


Bui aile wictetebo ss, Pe ene 


ACTION: I shall. discuss with /WrLLIaKSon] O ‘Suge 
_Jooeras'--Ppank O'Brien will. notify us if he gets further word. 
If you want to test this by sending (via El Nadgo 


aan re eeeery though he be) a message to CUBELAS that we 
PIES S gertainly 


hey reer 


see ee et, 


As stated before, the file makes _ 


l1_of wax. The foreguing + 
haybe the CUBELAS boys oe er 
Maybe they are just = =~" 377 1 
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